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Chemistry I Advanced  4101 
Grade Level: 10th   Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Completion of Advanced Biology I with a 90 or above; must enroll in Algebra II or higher level of 
mathematics concurrently;  instructor approval 
Major Obligations of Coursework: Summer coursework to review graphing, metric conversion, and learn about 
polyatomic ions. 
Course Description:  
This course delves deeper and covers more topics than Chemistry I, but the general scope remains similar. Students 
develop an appreciation for the application of the mathematics previously learned by applying it to chemical problems. 
This year, the topics presented include introduction to matter and measurement; atoms, molecules, and ions; chemical 
naming and nomenclature; stoichiometry; reactions; thermo-chemistry; quantum mechanical theory of the atom; periodic 
nature of elements; chemical bonding; properties of chemicals; properties of gases, liquids, and solids; chemical kinetics; 
chemical equilibrium; electrochemistry; thermodynamics; nuclear chemistry; and organic chemistry.  

 
 

Environmental Science  4002 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th   Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I and successful completion of Geometry; must enroll in Algebra II or 
higher level of mathematics concurrently 
Course Description:  
This course is a study of the biological, economic, and sociological impact of humans and other species on the 
environments of the world. Students learn the basic forces that drive evolution, interspecies competition, intra-species 
competition, population dynamics, and weather. The concepts of political, social, and economic costs and benefits to 
environmental policy are explored.  

 
 

Environmental Science Advanced  4102 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th   Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I and successful completion of Geometry; must enroll in Algebra II or 
higher level of mathematics concurrently; instructor approval 
Course Description:  
The goal of Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts and 
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world. Also to identify and analyze 
environmental problems both natural and human-made; to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, 
and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. Topics include air and water pollution, 
endangered species, human population, recycling, ecology and energy. In addition to an in-depth study of the course 
topics, students will gain exposure to professional literature in the field. This two-semester laboratory course is designed 
to be the equivalent of an introductory college course. 

 
 

Physics I  4003 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th       Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I and Algebra II; must enroll in Pre-Calculus or higher level of 
mathematics concurrently 
Course Description:  
Students explore principles and applications of physics, including classical mechanics, electricity and magnetism, 
thermodynamics, waves and oscillations, optics, quantum mechanics, and relativity. Student projects examine the 
history and philosophy of physics, applications in medicine and engineering, and modern research. Labs introduce basic 
data collection, analysis, and presentation skills. Homework and exams focus on problem solving skills, requiring 
mastery of basic algebra and geometry. The trigonometric basis of vector analysis is introduced as required. This course 
is recommended for students who are not necessarily interested in pursuing scientific studies in college. It is designed to 
challenge students to apply mathematical reasoning in understanding physical models.  

 
 

Physics I Advanced  4103 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Advanced Chemistry I and Advanced Algebra II; must enroll in Advanced  
Pre-Calculus or higher level of mathematics concurrently; instructor approval 
Course Description:  
Students explore principles and applications of physics, including classical mechanics, electricity and magnetism, 
thermodynamics, waves and oscillations, optics, quantum mechanics, and relativity. Student projects examine the 
history and philosophy of physics, applications in medicine and engineering, and modern research. Labs introduce basic 
data collection, analysis, and presentation. Homework and exams focus on problem solving skills, requiring mastery of 
basic algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. This course is recommended for students with a strong interest in physical 
science and strong mathematical preparation. 
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Biology II  4004 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I and Geometry; must enroll in Algebra II or higher level of 
mathematics concurrently 
Course Description:  
This course of study surveys biology at a college level. The biological disciplines covered include basic cell biology, 
genetics, neuroscience, physiology, anatomy, zoology, microbiology, immunology, evolution, environmental science, 
animal behavior, botany and the interactions between these disciplines. Students gain a strong understanding of the 
regulatory systems in each field to gain an in-depth insight into the basis for and research of dysfunctions in each area. 

 
 

Biology II Advanced  4104 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I; instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This course of study surveys biology at a college level. The biological disciplines covered include basic cell biology, 
genetics, neuroscience, physiology, anatomy, zoology, microbiology, immunology, evolution, environmental science, 
animal behavior, botany and the interactions between these disciplines. Students gain a strong understanding of the 
regulatory systems in each field to gain an in depth insight into the basis for and research of dysfunctions in each area. 
Also included in this course is preparation for the Advanced Placement (AP) examinations in early May. 

 
 

Physics II Advanced  4105 
Grade Level: 12th      Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Physics I and must enroll in Calculus I or Calculus II concurrently; instructor 
approval 
Course Description:  
Students explore principles and applications of physics, including classical mechanics, electricity and magnetism, waves 
and oscillations, and a brief survey of topics in modern physics, time permitting. Labs will introduce formal scientific 
experimental techniques and data analysis. Homework and exams focus on problem solving skills, requiring mastery of 
basic algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. As time allows, students read some science philosophy, history, and modern 
research. As the year progresses, Calculus plays an increasingly central role in derivations and problem sets. Students 
who master the material may elect to take either or both sections of the AP Physics C exam. Calculus-based Physics is a 
challenging college-level curriculum designed for science and engineering majors. Students must be committed to 
staying on top of the assignments, and they must be prepared to evaluate and modify their study habits.  

 
 

Philosophy of Science  4011 (Fall Semester), 4021 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 12th      Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None  
Course Description:  
This is an introductory course designed to explore the fundamental issues in the philosophy of science. The broad topics 
framing the historical discussion followed in the class are: definition of science, scientific reasoning – deductive and 
inductive reasoning, explanation in science, realism and antirealism, scientific change and scientific revolution and 
philosophical problems in Biology, Physics and Psychology. The two key figures in the history of philosophy of science 
are covered more extensively; students read selected works by K.R. Popper and T. Kuhn. Structure of Scientific 
Revolutions, the seminal work by Kuhn, is a focus of the course. The format of the class is comprised of discussions, 
reading and forming opinions on the topics. The grade is based on class participation, quizzes on the reading, small 
summary papers and two overview essays. 

 
 

Genetics  4010 (Fall Semester), 4020 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 12th      Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Must have taken Biology II 
Course Description:  
The modern genetics course is a single semester, senior level, introduction to a discipline that is producing dramatic 
changes in our lives every day.  There is a significant expectation of independent student work. In addition, there is a 
laboratory component that requires students to meet outside of normal class periods. Assessments include tests, 
assignments, laboratories and an end of course research paper. The modern genetics course begins with a review of 
classical genetics, including the work of Gregor Mendel, Stanley Hunt Morgan and Seymour Benzer.  The next section 
reviews the revolution in molecular genetics that began in the 1970s and continues today. This portion of the course 
introduces the student to the techniques of DNA sequencing, restriction enzyme function, gene cloning and expression 
vectors, and genetic knockout analysis. The third section of the course deals with the areas of developmental genetics 
and the use of DNA sequence analysis in determining evolutionary relationships.  The final section of the course deals 
with the medical and commercial uses of molecular biology. In this section, students research a use for molecular 
genetics then prepare and present a written and oral presentation of their findings. 
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Judaic Studies Department 

 
Freshman Year  

 
Judaic Studies I - Modern Jewish Pluralism* 

 
 

Sophomore Year 
 

Judaic Studies II - Foundations of Tanach and Rabbinics* 
 
 

Junior Year 
Must take one Judaic Studies elective each semester: 

 
Jewish Ethics, Jewish Philosophy, Jewish Magic and Mysticism, Hebrew Hollywood,  
Jewish Living: Holidays and Lifecycle, Jewish Living: Ritual and Liturgy, Rabbinics 

 

 
Senior Year 

Must take a Judaic Studies elective either 1st semester or 2nd semester: 
 

Jewish Ethics, Jewish Philosophy, Jewish Magic and Mysticism,  
Hebrew Hollywood, Jewish Living: Holidays and Lifecycle,  

Jewish Living: Ritual and Liturgy, Rabbinics, Holocaust and Memory,  
Modern Jewish Pluralism (for seniors who were not at Emery for their 9th grade year) 

 
 
 

All 12th graders will take Zionism in addition to one of the electives listed above. 
 
 
 
 
Please note: Judaic Studies electives offered each semester will vary based on student interest and 
enrollment.  
 
All students entering Emery/Weiner after 9th grade will go directly into Judaic Studies I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Advanced levels are offered for these courses 
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Judaic Studies Department Course Offerings 

 
Graduation Requirement: Four years of required Judaic Studies courses. 
 
Judaics courses are offered to develop students who are literate in and engaged with Jewish texts, Jewish 
traditions, and the Jewish community. Students are prepared for life-long study of Jewish topics and texts 
through exposure to a broad background in Jewish studies. 
 
In the 9th grade year, students focus on understanding the fundamental principles of the Jewish community 
including Jewish Pluralism and the Jewish Movements. In the 10th grade year, students are exposed to wide-
range of themes in Tanach (the Jewish Bible) and Rabbinics. 
 
In Junior and senior years, students choose from a wide-selection of Judaic Studies electives including Ethics, 
Bible Commentary, Jewish Living, Talmud, Jewish Mystical Traditions, Hebrew Hollywood, Holocaust and 
Memory, and others. In the second semester of senior year, students enroll in Zionism and the History of 
Israel, a course that prepares them for their spring trip to Israel. 
 
The Judaic Studies Department actively supports a comprehensive writing experience. Every course involves 
some level of essay writing that incorporates critical thinking skills. All courses expose students to a variety 
of interpretations and opinions that foster open-mindedness, respect for opposing points of view, and 
sensitivity to the diversity and complexity of the Jewish community. 
 
Enrollment in Advanced courses is dependent on the student’s ability to work at a college level and maintain 
at least a B average by the end of the first semester. Entry into all Advanced Judaic Studies courses requires 
a student’s completed application and a departmental review of the student’s past academic performance, 
study skills, ERB/PSAT scores, and behavioral characteristics are considered before placement in an 
Advanced course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judaic Studies I - Modern Jewish Pluralism  5000 
Grade Level: 9th     Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: None  
Course Description:  
Jewish Pluralism is the belief that there are many legitimate and authentic ways to believe, practice, think, and look that 
are all Jewish. The goal of this course is to train students to think and act pluralistically in a Jewish context. It is not the 
goal to create Jewish Pluralists, but to give the students the tools to live in a pluralistic society. This course emphasizes 
text study and Pluralistic reading of texts as the primary method for investigating Jewish Pluralism and the Jewish 
Movements. Students of this course are introduced to each of the four major movements (Reform, Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist) as both ideological systems and ways of living.  The students gain knowledge, 
experience, and skills which help create positive Jewish identity.  This is done in four stages. 

First, students define what the term Pluralism means in a Jewish context and give examples that illustrate its practice. 
Second, the students create personal checklists that reflect their conceptions of what it means to be Jewish in thought 
and practice.  This list emerges through the study of and discussion about Giyur (conversion) in the movements. Third, 
the students compare and contrast their personal views of what it means to be Jewish with the approaches of the four 
major Jewish movements and assess which movement they most closely identify with.  As the students develop their 
personal Jewish identities and philosophies, they “test” these philosophies against those of their classmates, teachers, 
and the movements to figure out why they behave in a similar or different way from those models. Fourth, the students 
construct models for an event or policy for a pluralistic Jewish community in which they carefully consider who is 
included in the community and what practices the community engages in.  
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Judaic Studies I Advanced - Modern Jewish Pluralism  5100 
Grade Level: 9th     Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: 85 or higher average in 8th Grade Judaic Studies and a minimum of 2 years in Middle School Hebrew or 
passing grade on Hebrew proficiency test; instructor approval 
Course Description:  
Jewish Pluralism is the belief that there are many legitimate and authentic ways to believe, practice, think, and look that 
are all Jewish. The goal of this course is to train students to think and act pluralistically in a Jewish context. It is not the 
goal to create Jewish Pluralists, but to give the students the tools to live in a pluralistic society. This course emphasizes 
text study and Pluralistic reading of texts as the primary method for investigating Jewish Pluralism and the Jewish 
Movements. Students of this course are introduced to each of the four major movements (Reform, Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist) as both ideological systems and ways of living.  The students gain knowledge, 
experience, and skills which help create positive Jewish identity.  This is done in four stages. 
 
First, students define what the term Pluralism means in a Jewish context and give examples that illustrate its practice. 
Second, the students create personal checklists that reflect their conceptions of what it means to be Jewish in thought 
and practice.  This list emerges through the study of and discussion about Giyur (conversion) in the movements. Third, 
the students compare and contrast their personal views of what it means to be Jewish with the approaches of the four 
major Jewish movements and assess which movement they most closely identify with.  As the students develop their 
personal Jewish identities and philosophies, they “test” these philosophies against those of their classmates, teachers, 
and the movements to figure out why they behave in a similar or different way from those models. Fourth, the students 
construct models for an event or policy for a pluralistic Jewish community in which they carefully consider who is 
included in the community and what practices the community engages in.  
 
Advanced students must have some facility with reading and translating Hebrew.  Advanced students will study a wider 
range of primary texts that elaborate on the issues raised in this course. The pace will be somewhat quicker in the 
advanced sections as will the expectations regarding the quality of work produced by students. In addition, advanced 
students will be assessed more rigorously, including the writing of essays at the end of each unit of study.  

 
 

Judaic Studies II - Foundations of Tanach and Rabbinics  5001 
Grade Level: 10th     Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies I - Modern Jewish Pluralism 
Course Description:  
Students delve into the study of Jewish texts and take a closer, deeper look at Biblical and Talmudic exegesis. Students 
learn how to appreciate the myriad of valid, interpretative approaches to the material, reinforcing lessons learned in the 
previous year. Thematic, literary, and structural issues are explored as well. During the year, students are expected to 
master content as well as hone their analytical skills through exercises such as critical reading, essay-writing, and  
in-class debates. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on independent reasoning, respectful disagreement, and an 
embrace of pluralism within and outside of Jewish life. 

 
 

Judaic Studies II Advanced - Foundations of Tanach and Rabbinics  5101 
Grade Level: 10th     Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: 85 or higher average in Judaic Studies I and a minimum of 2 years in Hebrew or passing grade on Hebrew 
proficiency test; instructor approval 
Course Description:  
Students delve into the study of Jewish texts and take a closer, deeper look at Biblical and Talmudic exegesis. Students 
learn how to appreciate the myriad of valid, interpretative approaches to the material, reinforcing lessons learned in the 
previous year. Thematic, literary, and structural issues are explored as well. During the year, students are expected to 
master content as well as hone their analytical skills through exercises such as critical reading, essay-writing, and  
in-class debates. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on independent reasoning, respectful disagreement, and an 
embrace of pluralism within and outside of Jewish life. 
 
Advanced students will approach these issues through the study of additional texts and a greater opportunity to express 
their ideas in written format. In order to work in greater depth, the student needs to be able to be “self-prepared” before 
class. Students in this course must have the desire to improve their Hebrew skills through textual learning.  
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Please note: Judaic Studies electives offered each semester for 11th and 12th graders will vary based on   
                   student interest and enrollment.  
 
 

Jewish Ethics  5210 (Fall Semester), 5220 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
Ethics is the study of how and why we make moral decisions in specific situations.  It is a wide ranging field of issues 
with multifaceted approaches.  We approach the issue of ethics through a specific series of case studies in order to draw 
some general observations. In addition we look at the history of Jewish Ethical Literature from Biblical to modern times. 
 
Some of the areas often studied are, (but are not limited to) Modern Medical Ethics and Jewish Law,  Abortion, 
Euthanasia, Sexual Conduct, Relationships Between Parents and Children, Issues of Health and Well Being, Social 
Justice, Poverty, Race Relations, and  the Ethics of Business and Government. Students will be significantly encouraged 
to bring topics to the table for discussion and to research problems for class presentation.   

 
 

Jewish Philosophy  5216 (Fall Semester), 5226 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
This one semester course is an introduction to significant issues in modern Jewish philosophy and theology.  We will 
examine issues that arise in thinking about the interrelationships between the nature of God, Man, and the Jewish 
Community. 
 
As we discuss the nature of God, we will deal with questions relating to the definition of God through the ages, 
attributes, justice and mercy, manifestations, and the issues of anthropomorphism. The nature of man references the 
purpose of existence, sin, death, and forgiveness, free will, and repentance. In our discussions on the nature of the 
Jewish Community, we will focus on the questions of revelation, theodicy, covenant, chosen people, mitzvot, piety, 
study, charity, and prayer. We will address many of these topics during class discussion, while others topics will be 
covered through research, seminars, and debate. 
 
Our introduction to these themes will come through the study of specific problems as discussed by individual modern 
philosophers.  We will be studying selections from Martin Buber, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Franz Rosenzweig, Mordecai 
Kaplan, Rav Abraham Isaac Kook, Emil Fackenheim, Samson Raphael Hirsch, Abraham Geiger, Hermann Cohen, Baruch 
Spinoza and others who represent the wide diversity of modern Jewish thought. 

 
 

Jewish Magic and Mysticism  5217 (Fall Semester), 5227 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
Jewish Mysticism is a specific approach to Judaism which is activist in nature and attempts to explore the secrets 
beneath the surface of Jewish texts.  The mystical approach to Jewish thinking is both different from the norm of Jewish 
Thought yet hauntingly familiar as it touches issues that resonate deeply to our sense of spirituality. 
 
Jewish mysticism and questions of spirituality are enjoying a revival in modern Jewish thinking.  Madonna is not alone! 
We will explore the history of Merkavah and Kabbalah as historical movements and as to their specific texts such as the 
Hechalot Literature, Bahir, Sefer Yetsirah, Zohar and others. We will concentrate on a series of specific themes involving 
creation, the theory of the sefirot, reincarnation, the feminine aspect of God, magic and gematria. 

 
 

Hebrew Hollywood: Jewish Themes in Film  5323 (Fall Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th       Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
This course traces the Jewish experience through the lens of Hollywood.  Through film, both documentary and fictional, 
students examine the cultural challenges, the history, and the self-effacing humor of the Jewish people.  As a final 
project, students develop their own creative vehicle, using multi-media, for depicting one aspect of the Jewish 
experience. 
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Jewish Living: Holidays and Lifecycle  5213 (Fall Semester), 5223 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th        Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
In this course students study the fabric of Jewish life from birth to death and everything in between. The course aims to 
answer fundamental questions like: Why do we celebrate at a Brit Milah? Is there an equivalent ritual for girls? What are 
the origins of the Bar Mitzvah? What are the procedures of a Jewish wedding? What happens at a Jewish funeral? What 
are the underlying messages of the Jewish holidays? The answers to these questions are investigated in a pluralistic 
manner and attention is paid to the variety of practices in the Jewish community. 

 
 

Jewish Living: Ritual and Liturgy  5218 (Fall Semester), 5228 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th   Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
 In this course students study the fundamentals of Jewish ritual practices and their interpretation in modern Jewish life. 
Students study different approaches to the topic of Faith. Students learn about various blessings, the prayer services, 
the architecture of the synagogue, and the choreography of Jewish prayer.  The class explores Jewish music both 
ancient and modern, including some of the most popular Jewish songs.  In addition, the class surveys Jewish ritual 
objects and their symbolism. 

 
 

Rabbinics: The World of the Rabbis and their Literature  5314 (Fall Semester), 5324 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th   Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Judaic Studies II - Modern Jewish Pluralism (unless approved by department) 
Course Description:  
This class explores selections from a wide variety of rabbinic texts from the Mishnah, Tosefta, Talmud and Midrashim.  
The goal is to familiarize the student with the world of the rabbis of the Talmudic period and the various types of 
literature they produced.  We will look at stories, Bible commentary, legal texts, and detailed arguments that help us to 
unlock the significant ideas and concerns of the time period. 

 
 

Holocaust and Memory  5211 (Fall Semester) 
Grade Level: 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval based on application process 
Course Description:  
This class assumes that the students know the basic contours of the Holocaust (also called the Shoah): the basic 
timeline, the main characters, the major events, the scope of the tragedy.  With this knowledge as background, the 
students study the Shoah through memory. One can study the Holocaust by reading a textbook; however, in this class, 
students watch testimonies, read short stories, and look at art to understand how people remember and grapple with 
what happened. They piece together the details of the Shoah from this collage of data. Then, students engage actual 
survivors and their families in personal interviews, recording their words, and making a movie about the experience. The 
students are in charge of the entire film-making process and work closely with a local professional to create a film that 
tells an important story about the lessons of the Shoah from the students’ perspectives. 

 
 

Zionism  5410 (Fall Semester),  5420 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 12th  Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This course offers an in-depth study of the history of modern Israel from the inception of the Zionist movements to the 
present day. Issues discussed include: the ideological foundations of the State, the structure of the old and new Yishuv, 
waves of immigration, the British Mandate era, the challenges and achievements of sovereignty, religion and state policy 
interaction, sociological and cultural issues, the political and economic systems, Israel-Diaspora relations, Arab-Israeli 
wars and the peace process with Arab neighbors. This course also focuses on current events involving Israel. Students 
are asked to not only follow and report the news, but also offer critical analysis. Students learn vital techniques and 
strategies that enable them to speak intelligently about Israel on college campuses and beyond. 
 
Another component of the course engages the students in study about the important archeological sites in Israel they 
visit on their trip there in the Spring. Students are challenged to appreciate how archeology can inform our 
understanding of the evolution of Israel into a holy land for three religions, and how this is reflected in the shaping of 
modern Israel.  Students grapple with issues of modern Jewish identity as they present themselves through the 
archeological lens. In addition, the class includes a daily mini-crash-course in Hebrew to prepare the students for their 
trip to Israel. All students are required to take this course their senior year. 
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Foreign Language Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrew Language Courses Offered 
Hebrew I 
Hebrew II 
Hebrew III 
Hebrew IV 
Hebrew V 

Hebrew Fluency I 
 

 
 

Spanish Language Courses Offered 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 

Spanish III* 
Spanish IV* 

Spanish V Advanced 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Advanced levels are offered for these courses 
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Foreign Language Department Course Offerings 

 
Graduation Requirement: Two years of a Foreign Language. All Upper School students are encouraged to 
successfully complete a third or fourth year level of Upper School language and take foreign language at 
least through the junior year. As much study as possible in one foreign language is highly encouraged - 
most competitive colleges look for three to four levels in the same language. Each student must take  
Hebrew I during the first year they are enrolled in the Upper School, unless the student has taken at least 2 
years of Hebrew at Emery/Weiner’s Middle School or is able to pass a proficiency test. 
 
Studies are offered in Spanish and Hebrew. The modern languages incorporate frequent oral drills and 
quizzes to enhance speaking skills as well as guided compositions to develop writing proficiency. All 
language courses are designed to: provide students with a heightened understanding of and sensitivity to the 
nuances and norms of a culture other than their own; develop in a second language proficiency and 
communicative competency in all four language skills—reading, writing, speaking and aural comprehension; 
and provide students with a greater understanding of their own language and culture. Placement for Upper 
School Foreign language Department is determined by academic record and the recommendation of the 
Department Head. Placement for new students trying to enter a level higher than Hebrew I or Spanish I is 
determined by a placement test in addition to an oral test.  
 
 

Hebrew 
 
 

Hebrew I  6000 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th   Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This course initiates the fundamentals of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through interweaving 
language and culture. The program enables students at this level to start developing linguistic proficiency and cultural 
sensitivity. By the end of this course, students have fundamental grammatical structures and are able to converse in 
simple Hebrew. Students integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, speaking and correct 
usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. Assessment does not consist only of evaluation of 
the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) in isolation, but rather as a whole in context. The Jewish holidays 
and traditions are integral part of the course. Please note that if a student has not fulfilled the one year Hebrew 
requirement, this class is the required selection. 

 
 

Hebrew II  6001 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th   Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Hebrew I 
Course Description:  
This course stresses the fundamentals of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through interweaving 
language and culture. The program enables students at this level to develop linguistic proficiency and cultural 
sensitivity. By the end of this course students have fundamental grammatical structures and to converse in simple 
Hebrew. Students will integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, speaking and correct 
usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. Assessment does not consist only of evaluation of 
the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) in isolation but rather as a whole in context. The Jewish holidays 
and traditions are integral part of the course.   

 
 

Hebrew III  6002 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Hebrew II or three levels of Hebrew at Emery/Weiner Middle School 
Course Description:  
This course deepens the fundamental components of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through 
interweaving language and culture. The program enables students at this level to develop linguistic proficiency and 
cultural sensitivity. In this course the students explore different places and the various cultures in Israel. By the end of 
this course students have fundamental grammatical structures and are able to converse in simple Hebrew, as well as 
familiarize themselves with Israel. Students integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, 
speaking and correct usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. Assessment does not consist 
only of evaluation of the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) in isolation but rather as a whole in context. 
The Jewish holidays and traditions are integral part of the course.     
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Hebrew IV  6003 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Hebrew III and instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This course deepens the fundamental components of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through 
interweaving language and culture. The program enables students at this level to develop linguistic proficiency and 
cultural sensitivity. In this course the students explore different places and the various cultures in Israel. By the end of 
this course students have fundamental grammatical structures and are able to converse in simple Hebrew, as well as 
familiarize themselves with Israel. Students integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, 
speaking and correct usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. Assessment does not consist 
only of evaluation of the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) in isolation but rather as a whole in context. 
The Jewish holidays and traditions are integral part of the course.     

 
 

Hebrew V  6004 
Grade Level: 10th - 12th  Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Hebrew IV and instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This course deepens the fundamental components of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through 
interweaving language and culture. The program enables students at this level to deepen their linguistic proficiency and 
cultural sensitivity.  By the end of this course, students will be able to strengthen prior grammatical knowledge and to 
converse fluently in Hebrew. Students integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, speaking 
and correct usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. At this level, students are expected to 
demonstrate critical and analytical thinking and comprehensive approach to the language. They communicate only in 
Hebrew, read articles, write essays and present a project in Hebrew. Assessment does not consist only of evaluation of 
the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) in isolation, but rather as a whole in context. The Jewish holidays 
and traditions are integral part of the course.        

 
 

Hebrew Fluency I  6005 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Completion of Hebrew V with a 90 or above and instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This is a course for “native” or “semi-native” Hebrew speakers. This course deepens students’ knowledge of the 
fundamental components of conversational Hebrew; reading, writing and speaking through interweaving language and 
culture. The program enables students at this level to explore their linguistic proficiency and cultural sensitivity.  By the 
end of this course, students are able to strengthen their prior grammatical knowledge and to converse fluently in 
Hebrew. Students will integrate the four basic skills through various activities. Reading, writing, speaking and correct 
usage of grammatical structures are all implemented in the program. At this level, students are expected to demonstrate 
critical and analytical thinking and comprehensive approach to the language. They communicate only in Hebrew, read 
articles, write essays and present various projects in Hebrew. The second semester focuses on preparing for the SAT 
exam in Hebrew.  Assessment does not consist only of evaluation of the means (grammatical structures and vocabulary) 
in isolation, but rather as a whole in context. The Jewish holidays and traditions are integral part of the course. 

 
 
 

 
Spanish 
 

Spanish I  7000 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
At the end of this course, students are able to take part in basic conversations in Spanish, having acquired a basic 
vocabulary, the ability to read and understand simple paragraphs, the ability to write simple paragraphs of their own, 
and knowledge about various Spanish-speaking cultures. By the end of this course, students are expected to spend 
about 75% of class time speaking and listening to Spanish. 

 
 

Spanish II  7001 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I or placement by examination. 
Course Description:  
Students in Spanish II further develop and expand the conversation, reading, and writing skills begun in Spanish I and 
learn about various Spanish-speaking cultures. By the end of this course, students are expected to spend 100% of class 
time speaking and listening to Spanish.  
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Spanish III  7002 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II or placement by examination. 
Course Description:  
Students in this course focus on reviewing the grammar learned in previous Spanish courses. Much attention is given to 
developing and honing conversation skills. In addition, the cultures of various Spanish-speaking countries are studied 
through the use of realia. This course is conducted exclusively in Spanish. 

 
 

Spanish III Advanced  7102 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish II with a 90 or above and instructor approval. 
Course Description:  
Students in this course have an intensive review of the grammar studied in previous Spanish courses and study the more 
complex grammatical components of the Spanish language. Great attention is focused on developing the writing skills. 
This course is conducted exclusively in Spanish. 

 
 

Spanish IV  7003 
Grade Level: 10th - 12th     Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III 
Course Description:  
This fourth year elective course is for students who have successfully completed Spanish III and wish to continue their 
pursuit of improvement in all the skills (writing, reading, listening, speaking). Beginning with a review of grammar and 
vocabulary, more specific aspects of Spanish are introduced. Students participate in class discussions, read selected text 
(short novels and theater plays), and write daily assignments developing social current ideas or based on the readings. 

 
 

Spanish IV Advanced  7103 
Grade Level: 10th - 12th    Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish III Advanced with a 90 or above and instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This fourth year elective course is for students who have successfully completed Spanish III and wish to continue their 
pursuit of improvement level of Spanish, emphasizing communicative skills by means of daily discussions of the 
assigned readings and by doing spontaneous or guided conversations. Vocabulary and grammar aspects are introduced 
through reading. It will be expected that students write essays about themes of personal and social interest.  

 
 

Spanish V Advanced  7104 
Grade Level: 11th - 12th    Length of Course: 2 semesters  
Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish IV Advanced with a 90 or above and instructor approval 
Course Description:  
This is an elective placement course designed for higher level students interested in improving their fluency and writing 
knowledge of Spanish. It is also a preparation for SAT and AP Spanish language exam. With the use of documentaries, 
films, articles, and Internet research, this course seeks to improve the students’ understanding of the great diversity of 
the Hispanic world through a reading and discussion program focused on current events and contemporary issues in 
Latin America and Spain. 
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Fine Arts Department 

 
Visual Arts 

 

Intro to Art: Art Fundamentals 

Drawing & Painting 

Ceramics 

Printmaking 

Digital Imaging 

Darkroom Photography 

Digital Graphic Design 

Yearbook 

Creative Writing 

 

Performing Arts 
 

Intro to Stagecraft 

Theatre Production 

Performance Dance 

Acting I 

Acting II 

Instrumental Ensemble 

Instrumental Studies  

Music Appreciation I 

Music Appreciation II 

Music Theory 

A Cappella 

Dance 
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Fine Arts Department Course Offerings 

 
Graduation Requirement: Two years (Four semesters) of any Fine Arts courses. 
 
The Fine Arts curriculum provides the student an opportunity to develop a working knowledge of basic 
elements, techniques, principles, and theories of each discipline offered. It is designed to provide the student 
a vehicle for self-expression, self-reliance, and a better understanding of self and the world.  
 
 
 
Visual Arts  
The visual arts program is designed to develop students' visual perception, aesthetic awareness, critical 
judgment and historical perspective while teaching skills and techniques. Through a sequential, 
developmental curriculum, students learn to analyze works of art while acquiring the skills of fine 
craftsmanship. Knowledge and skills are the keys to being able to fully explore their own personal visions. 
Students should emerge with confidence in their own skills as well as an informed appreciation of the 
expressions of others. 
 
 

Intro to Art: Art Fundamentals  8213 (Fall Semester), 8223 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This course is the beginning study of basic principles of two and three-dimensional visual organization and skills. The 
students are introduced to a variety of art media, techniques, design concepts, and visual problem solving opportunities. 
Students explore painting, printmaking, photography, sculpture, collage, and drawing in an appropriate manner.  The 
objective of this course is to help students recognize the potential to further explore the avenues of painting/drawing, 
printmaking, photo/digital imagine, or ceramics/sculpture.  In-process critiques and an appreciation of art history are 
components of the course.   
 

 
 

Drawing & Painting  8211 (Fall Semester), 8221 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
Upper school Drawing and Painting is designed to give students exposure to more advanced techniques and materials. 
Emphasis is placed on observational and technical skills, problem solving, personal style, and conceptual thinking. In 
addition, art history will be explored in connection to the process of making art. Note: Course may be repeated for 
credit. 

 
 

Ceramics  8210 (Fall Semester), 8220 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
Ceramics is a studio course designed to familiarize the student with forming techniques and artistic potentials of clay as 
a medium.  Each semester is designed for artistic and technical progression.  Theoretical, historical, and technical data is 
presented in demonstration, critique, and media forms.  Following such presentations, the student applies the data in 
actual studio projects of individual design.  The student further develops the skills of forming, glazing, critical evaluation, 
and studio management.  Ideas and basic techniques exploring clay as an art material include: pinch, coil, slab, modular 
construction, with focus on nonfunctional art versus functional art pieces. Note: Course may be repeated for credit. 

 
 

Printmaking  8212 (Fall Semester), 8222 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This course introduces students to a variety of printmaking methods and their aesthetic applications in the creation of 
original prints. Emphasis is on composition, principles of design, value and color in a printmaking context. Students will 
also be introduced to the use of working proofs in how they are utilized to study and direct aesthetic judgment in the 
development of works in progress. The course will include one or more of the following types of printmaking: 
Collographs, Relief, Monotype as well as some experimental printing methods.  
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Digital Imaging  8216 (Fall Semester), 8226 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Must have a 10.0 megapixel digital camera is required for this course.   
Course Description:  
In this course students learn to use the computer and the software application, Adobe Photoshop, to create unique 
digital images. In a controlled, lighted environment, students explore both the technical aspects of image manipulation, 
as well as the artistic aspects of creating images. They become familiar with Photoshop through demonstrations, and 
completing structured as well as open ended assignments and projects. In addition, the technical skills for digital 
photography are covered including refinement of exposure, post-image capture processing, and digital output. 
Requirements: A 10.0 megapixel digital camera is required for this course.   

 
 

Darkroom Photography  8215 (Fall Semester), 8225 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
In Darkroom Photography the students explore the fundamental principles, techniques and application of camera-based 
image making, including the techniques and applications for developing and projection printing of film images in the 
chemical darkroom. A 35mm camera is required for this course and there is an $80 film fee. 

 
 

Digital Graphic Design  8214 (Fall Semester), 8224 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This course allows students to explore a more concentrated interest in design. Topics may include typography, targeted 
design, or form exploration. This class investigates the history and trends in design and its impact. Industry-standard 
software, Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver and InDesign are used in this class. 

 
 

Yearbook  8201 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th   Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval based on application process 
Course Description: 
All aspects of the yearbook production is taught using the computer. Students are instructed in the use of digital 
cameras and required to take all photos used in the yearbook. Students are also responsible for the layout of the 
yearbook, as well as articles that will go into it. The class is responsible for the production of the yearbook that is 
delivered in the spring. Students are graded on how well their tasks are completed as well as meeting their deadlines.  As 
a team, the students combine their skills of layout and design, copywriting, photography, and computer skills to make 
the yearbook staff function as an efficient business. In order to gain entrance into the yearbook course, students must 
submit an application in March for the following school year. Students are required to have a digital camera. 

 
 

Creative Writing  8319 (Fall Semester), 8329 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12tth  Length of Course: 1 semester 

 (can be taken both semesters) 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
In this semester-long course, students explore and attempt creative writing in all three major genres: creative nonfiction, 
poetry, and fiction. Through close examination of representative texts, students develop conceptual and technical skills 
as they relate to each genre’s craft. Because the course centers on the traditional creative writing workshop, where each 
author shares his or her work and receives individualized feedback, students also learn to become more thoughtful 
critics. This course requires a great deal of writing, with in-class exercises, weekly writing assignments, and several 
longer projects developed in consultation with the instructor, leading to a final portfolio. During the second semester, 
students in this course assemble our school literary magazine, Collage. This course requires summer coursework. 
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Performing Arts 
 

Introduction to Stagecraft  8410 (Fall Semester), 8420 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
This hands-on class is designed to familiarize the student with all aspects of the behind the scenes theater world. Topics 
include safety procedures and safe use of equipment; functions and operations of lighting and sound equipment; a brief 
history of special effects techniques including modern advances in theater technology; basic scenery construction; 
painting techniques; content specific vocabulary and terminology; and viewing live performances for their technical 
properties. 

 
 

Theatre Production  8411 (Fall Semester), 8421 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Must have taken Introduction to Stagecraft and have consent from Instructor to enroll 
Course Description:  
Students use the skills and methods learned in Introduction to Stagecraft to help create all of the technical aspects for 
the theatrical show/s and events occurring during the course’s semester. Students work as part of a technical crew to 
help construct scenery, focus and program lighting instruments, paint scenic elements, sew costumes, create specialty 
props and many other show-specific tasks. Additionally, the class sees live professional theater performances, and each 
student uses skills and knowledge to critique his/her technical aspects and production values. 
STUDENTS MUST HAVE CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR TO ENROLL 

 
 

Acting I  8510 (Fall Semester), 8520 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
The main focus of this one-semester course is to give the students an overall appreciation of acting, both as active 
participants onstage and behind the scenes, and as informed patrons of the arts.  Through technical terminology, 
improvisation, monologues, and scene and character study, and examination of various acting styles, each student will 
discover and develop his/her individual strengths and challenges when approaching a role. 

 
 

Acting II   8522 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Must have taken Acting I or have performed in at least TWO Emery Theatre productions. 
Course Description:  
This course is designed for those actors with some prior experience who wish to pursue theatre in their future.  In 
addition to more in-depth scene and character work, the course will cover auditioning skills and will feature a focus on 
the realities of stage and film acting as a profession.   

 
 

Performance Dance  8511 (Fall Semester), 8521 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
Students will learn the skills, steps and styles needed to perform dances specific to the world of Musical Theater 
Choreography. Classes will consist of lessons in different dance genres (Basic Musical Theatre Dance, Charleston, 
Partner/Swing Dancing, Tap Dance, etc) as well as the study of the history of dance in Musical Theatre (via films and 
archival footage). The class will have a heavy emphasis on Tap Dance skills and performance techniques. Students 
enrolled in Production Dance will need to purchase Tap Shoes by the end of the first week of class (specific details on 
the style of tap shoes to purchase will be communicated before the semester starts). 
 

 
Instrumental Ensemble  8710 (Fall Semester), 8720 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course:  1 semester 

                          (This course may be taken both semesters) 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
Students in Instrumental Ensemble meet during the academic day to perform ensemble music in a variety of styles from 
rock, folk, country, and jazz. The musical styles the class performs are dictated by the instruments available in the 
ensemble and by student wishes. One meeting per week is devoted to theory and musicianship. Students learn how to 
read music, to form chords, and to decipher rhythms. In addition, students receive ear training and are challenged by 
exercises in rhythmic and melodic dictation. Several times a year, the class takes in some of Houston's many live music 
offerings, and the class performs regularly for the Emery/Weiner community. 
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Instrumental Studies  8711 (Fall Semester), 8721 (Spring Semester)  
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course:  1 semester 

                              (This course may be taken both semesters) 
Prerequisite: Entrance by Audition or Invitation 
Course Description:  
In the Advanced Instrumental Ensemble, the focus of the group is to prepare for 1st semester college work.  Advanced 
jazz theory is covered, enabling participants in this class to test out of jazz theory in college, and go straight into 
improvisation at the university level.  While the Instrumental Ensemble focuses on rock & other popular music, the 
Advanced group studies more challenging material, including jazz standards, bebop music, and other complex sounds.  
Time is also dedicated to preparing demo recordings for the purposes of college entrance requirements, as well as 
performance opportunities. 

 
 

Music Appreciation I  8714 (Fall Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
In this semester-long course, students examine the most basic of musical structures: the pairing of the human voice with 
musical tone.  What is a song?  How do songs change over time?  What makes up a song besides melody?  What are the 
different kinds of vocal music?  How is Gregorian chant different from Fields of Gold by Sting?  How does Puccini use song 
to enhance the drama of Madame Butterfly?  How do choral masterpieces like Duruflé’s Requiem articulate something 
essential that is beyond words?  What is the Great American Songbook?  What does Stephen Sondheim ask of the human 
voice in Sweeney Todd that no other American musical composer does? Over the semester, students use the song as a 
means to understand the fundamentals of music.  

 
 

Music Appreciation II  8724 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th – 12th   Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: Must have taken Music Appreciation I 
Course Description:  
Using the knowledge of melody, rhythm, form and harmony learned in Music Appreciation I, the class continues with a 
deeper exploration into the structure and meaning of music. This semester the focus is chiefly on instrumental music as 
found in symphonies, other instrumental ensembles, movie and television scores, and solo works. Students explore the 
history, development, and structures of rock n’ roll music. Studying such masters as John Williams, Jerry Goldsmith and 
Elmer Bernstein, students will analyze the particulars of film scores and their ability to add to or detract from the visual 
image. In addition, we have a special unit on the history of American musical in which the class examines representative 
works of Jerome Kern, Rogers and Hammerstein, Harold Arlen, and Leonard Bernstein among others. 

 
 

A Cappella  8701 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th    Length of Course: 2 semesters 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval 
Course Description: 
A cappella (literally translated as “in the chapel”) refers to voices that are not accompanied by musical instruments.   
Popular on college campuses across the country, a cappella music adapts songs to consist of only human voices.  In 
addition to singing, students learn basic music theory and the history of the genre.  Throughout the year, we perform 
everything from spirituals to “Sweet Caroline” at Ma’amad and in the community.   

 
 

Dance  9211 (Fall Semester), 9221 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
This class is taught as a beginning, intermediate, and advanced level dance course with no previous experience required. 
Class emphasis is focused on understanding correct dance terminology, movement, body placement, muscle 
development, and flexibility. The core subject matter studied consists of ballet, jazz, and hip hop. When credit is given 
for this course, it can be given as a Fine Art or Physical Education credit. Students must choose to receive Fine Arts or 
Physical Education credit. Credit selection must be specified upon registration for this class. 
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Physical Education/Athletic Department 

 
Physical Education/Athletics Department Course Offerings 

Graduation Requirement: Two years (four semesters) of Physical Education/Athletic Department approved 
courses.  
 
The Emery/Weiner School requires that students fulfill four physical education credits during the ninth through twelfth 
grade years.  Participation in EWS athletic teams as, dance, physical education or yoga class earns physical education 
credit.  Multiple credits may not be earned concurrently. 
 
To earn one physical education credit, one must meet one of the options listed below: 
 

• Successful completion of one semester of Physical Education, Dance or Yoga class at The Emery/Weiner 
School 

• Successful completion of one season as a player, manager, or student trainer on an Emery/Weiner athletic 
team (NOTE: One cheerleading season is considered fall and winter) 

 
Student managers and trainers of athletic teams are greatly valued and are strongly encouraged to participate in as 
many seasons as they wish, but they are only able to receive physical education credit for one sport per year.  
 
Physical Education is a regularly scheduled class and may not be used for tutorials, to make up or complete tests, or 
for any other reason outside of the planned physical education curriculum.  Students taking Physical Education, Yoga 
or Dance are expected to be in full uniform to receive credit for attendance.  Uniforms consist of the department  
approved Emery Athletics t-shirt and the student’s own personal selection of appropriate length gym shorts or athletic 
pants.  The required Emery Athletics t-shirt is gray in color with “Emery Athletics” in navy blue printed on the front.  It 
can be purchased at the Annual EWS Picnic or through the online school store at http://www.emeryweiner.org.   
 
 

P.E./Fitness Training  9210 (Fall Semester), 9220 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th – 12th    Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
The focus of the Upper School physical education program is to promote healthy living and knowledge of lifetime 
activities. The student will take responsibility for and apply his/her learning to personal lifetime health and wellness. 

 
 

Dance  9211 (Fall Semester), 9221 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
This class is taught as a beginning, intermediate, and advanced level dance course with no previous experience required. 
Class emphasis is focused on understanding correct dance terminology, movement, body placement, muscle 
development, and flexibility. The core subject matter studied consists of ballet, jazz, and hip hop. When credit is given 
for this course, it can be given as a Fine Art or Physical Education credit. Students must choose to receive Fine Arts or 
Physical Education credit. Credit selection must be specified upon registration for this class. 

 
 

Performance Dance  8511 (Fall Semester), 8521 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th     Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description:  
Students will learn the skills, steps and styles needed to perform dances specific to the world of Musical Theater 
Choreography. Classes will consist of lessons in different dance genres (Basic Musical Theatre Dance, Charleston, 
Partner/Swing Dancing, Tap Dance, etc) as well as the study of the history of dance in Musical Theatre (via films and 
archival footage). The class will have a heavy emphasis on Tap Dance skills and performance techniques. Students 
enrolled in Production Dance will need to purchase Tap Shoes by the end of the first week of class (specific details on 
the style of tap shoes to purchase will be communicated before the semester starts). 
 

 
 

http://www.emeryweiner.org/
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Yoga & Meditation  9212 (Fall Semester), 9222 (Spring Semester) 
Grade Level: 9th - 12th   Length of Course: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
This class focuses on elongating the body, calming the mind, and managing stress with structured breathing, stretching, 
and meditation exercises. Students work on developing physical strength, as well as mental stamina. Students also learn 
the confidence to take the lead, teaching one course per semester. 

 
Off-Campus Athletics  
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course: 1 season (.5 credit) 
Prerequisite: Upper School Registrar must approve Off-Campus Athletics before credit can be given 
Course Description: 
Because a number of Emery/Weiner students compete on a state-wide or national level, they are involved in 
year-round practice.  As a result, the following is the policy for obtaining physical education credit in the 
upper school. 
 
A student desiring to obtain physical education credit for an activity outside of the Emery/Weiner School 
program should make his/her request in writing to the Upper School Athletic Director.  Credit may not be 
earned retroactively.  Decisions are based on the following: 
 

• Extensive commitment of the student to the sport/activity (multi-year training history) 
• Sustained commitment in the sport/activity (year-round involvement; more than 

seasonal involvement)  
• Minimum time-commitment (at least 1.5-2 hours daily, in addition to customary, 

significant weekend time commitments) 
• Evidence of extraordinary achievement in the activity 
• Must have a coach and meet with that coach on a regular basis 
• Must participate on the school team in season if that sport is offered by Emery/Weiner 
• Coach must be willing to submit a written report on the student-athlete’s status 

 
The decision to grant credit will be made by the Upper School Registrar and the Upper School 
Athletic Director. 
  

 
EWS Athletics  
Grade Level: 9th - 12th  Length of Course: 1 season (.5 credit) 
Prerequisite: Teams are formed at the beginning of each season 
Course Description: 
Competitive interscholastic sports offer practices and athletic events after the regular school day. The athlete must be 
willing to dedicate commitment, time and effort to ensure a successful program. Periodic grade checks are done to 
ensure the academic progress of the student. A student who participates on an interscholastic team receives credit for 
physical education for that one season. A student must complete 80% of the sport season to receive credit for Physical 
Education. This course will be added to the student’s credits once the season is completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL SEASON 
GIRLS 

Cross Country 
Cheerleading 

Volleyball 

BOYS 
Cross Country 

Football 

WINTER SEASON 
GIRLS 

Basketball 
Soccer 

BOYS 
Basketball 

Soccer 

SPRING SEASON 
GIRLS 
Softball 
Tennis 
Track 
Golf 

BOYS 
Baseball 
Tennis 
Track 
Golf 
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Current Student 

2010-2011 COURSE SELECTION FORM 
 
NAME___________________________________________        Current Grade Level: ________        
                                                                                                          
DUE DATE: The course selection sheet must be filled out properly with course numbers and titles and turned into Mr. Blice no later than March 17th. 
 
REMINDER: All Advanced courses require a Request for Advanced Courses Form that will be submitted at the time the Course Selection Form is due. The Request 
for Advanced Courses Form is found on page 49 of the Course Guide. Students need to be enrolled in seven (7) courses per semester. 
 
The course numbers and titles for all classes are available on the school website under the Academics section in the Upper School Course Guide. If your course 
selection form is not returned on time; the administration reserves the right to determine your schedule. A spreadsheet of all course numbers and courses offered 
for 2010-2011 is on page 13 of the Upper School Course Guide. 

 
                                       Semester 1                    Semester 2  

Course 
Number Title of Course Course 

Number Title of Course 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 Alternate Elective 1: 
 

 Alternate Elective 1: 

 

 Alternate Elective 2:  Alternate Elective 2: 

 

 
_________________________________________          ________________________________________         _________________________________________ 
Student Signature:                                                       Parent Signature:                                                       College Counseling (current juniors only)     
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New Student 

2010-2011 COURSE SELECTION FORM 
  
NAME___________________________________       Current Grade Level: ________        
                                                                                                          
DUE DATE: The course selection sheet must be filled out properly with course numbers and titles and turned into Mr. Blice no later than May 10th. 
 
REMINDER: All Advanced courses require a Request for Advanced Courses Form that will be submitted at the time the Course Selection Form is due. The Request 
for Advanced Courses Form is found on page 50 of the Course Guide. Students need to be enrolled in seven (7) courses per semester. 
 
The course numbers and titles for all classes are available on the school website under the Academics section in the Upper School Course Guide. If your course 
selection form is not returned on time; the administration reserves the right to determine your schedule. A spreadsheet of all course numbers and courses offered 
for 2010-2011 is on page 13 of the Upper School Course Guide. 

 
                                       Semester 1                    Semester 2  

Course 
Number Title of Course Course 

Number Title of Course 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 Alternate Elective 1: 
 

 Alternate Elective 1: 

 

 Alternate Elective 2:  Alternate Elective 2: 

 

 
_________________________________________              _________________________________________   
Student Signature:                                                            Parent Signature:                                                   
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Current Student 
REQUEST FOR ADVANCED COURSES FORM 

(Upon completion, return this form with your course selection  
sheet to Mr. Blice no later than March 17th) 

 
 

Name: _______________________________              Current Grade Level: ________ 
 
The Advanced classes offer an opportunity to study a subject in greater depth. Expectations of the department and teacher 
are high and evaluations by the teacher are rigorous. These courses require a commitment, not only to more work, but also 
to excellence.   
 
I understand that placement in Advanced courses is made by the department chair, the individual teacher, and the Upper 
School Head. I further understand I must turn my work in on time and maintain at least an 85 average (or higher, according 
to individual department specifications) to remain in the program. This application does not guarantee I will be accepted in 
an Advanced course. 
 
 

__________________________________             __________________ 
                                                Student Signature                              Date 
 
I have discussed and agree to this request made by my child. I understand that placement in Advanced courses is made by 
the department chair, the individual teacher, and the Upper School Head. My child will be expected to spend more time on 
assignments, if necessary, and to make a commitment to excellence. I further understand that my child must turn her/his 
work in on time and maintain at least an 85 average (or higher, according to individual department specifications) to remain 
in the program. This application does not guarantee that my child will be accepted in an Advanced course. 
 

 
 

__________________________________             __________________ 
                                               Parent Signature                             Date 
 
The course numbers and titles for advanced courses are available on Page 13 of the Upper School Course Guide. 
 
 

Teacher signatures are not required before the form is turned in to Mr. Blice. All students will be notified of acceptances 
at the end of April/beginning of May. 
 
 

Course Number Course Requested 
 

___________ ______________________________________ 
 
 
 

___________ _____________________________________  

___________ _____________________________________  

___________ _____________________________________  

___________ _____________________________________  

___________ _____________________________________  
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New Student 

REQUEST FOR ADVANCED COURSES FORM 
(Upon completion, return this form with your course selection  
sheet to the Upper School Office no later than May 10, 2010) 

 

 
Name: _________________________________          Current Grade Level: ________ 

 
I understand that placement in Advanced courses is made by the department chair, the individual teacher, and the Upper 
School Head. I further understand I must turn my work in on time and maintain at least an 85 average (or higher, according 
to individual department specifications) to remain in the program. This application does not guarantee I will be accepted in 
an Advanced course. 
 
 

__________________________________             __________________ 
                                                Student Signature                              Date 
 
I have discussed and agree to this request made by my child. I understand that placement in Advanced courses is made by 
the department chair, the individual teacher, and the Upper School Head. My child will be expected to spend more time on 
assignments, if necessary, and to make a commitment to excellence. I further understand that my child must turn her/his 
work in on time and maintain at least an 85 average (or higher, according to individual department specifications) to remain 
in the program. This application does not guarantee that my child will be accepted in an Advanced course. 
 
 

 
__________________________________             __________________ 

                                                Parent Signature                             Date 
 
The course numbers and titles for advanced courses are available on Page 13 of the Upper School Course Guide. 
 
Teacher signatures are not required before the form is turned in to Mr. Blice. All students will be notified of acceptances 
at the end May. 

                                                                                                     
Put an X next to the course placement  
tests you would like to take Advanced Course Placement Test Date 

_______ 
English 

Course: ______________________ May 11 

_______ 
History 

Course: ______________________ May 11 

_______ 
Math 

Course: ______________________ May 12 

_______ 
Science 

Course: ______________________ May 18 

_______ 

 
Judaic Studies 

              Course: ______________________ May 25 

_______ 

 
Language 

              Course: ______________________ May 26 
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REQUEST FOR OFF-CAMPUS PHYSICAL EDUCATION CREDIT 

Return this form to Mr. Blice before beginning any off-campus athletics 
 
 

Name: _______________________________    Current Grade Level: ________ 
 

 
A student desiring to obtain physical education credit for an activity outside of the Emery/Weiner  
School program should make his/her request in writing to the Upper School Athletic Director.   
Credit may not be earned retroactively. Decisions are based on the following: 

 
• Extensive commitment of the student to the sport/activity (multi-year training history) 
• Sustained commitment in the sport/activity (year-round involvement; more than seasonal involvement)  
• Minimum time-commitment (at least 1.5-2 hours daily, in addition to customary, significant weekend 

time commitments) 
• Evidence of extraordinary achievement in the activity 
• Must have a coach and meet with that coach on a regular basis 
• Must participate on the school team in season if that sport is offered by Emery/Weiner 
• Coach must be willing to submit a written report on the student-athlete’s status 

 
 

The decision to grant credit will be made by the Upper School Registrar and the Upper  
School Athletic Director. 

 
 
 

Off-Campus Activity: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

__________________________________ 
Student Signature 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Parent Signature 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Coach/Instructor Signature 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Upper School Athletic Director 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Upper School Registrar 

__________________ 
Date 
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Tracking Sheet for PE Credit 

This sheet must be turned in after your athletic activity is over 
 

Students must practice at least 4 hours per week, with a minimum of 16 weeks of practice and/or competition. 
 

Off-Campus Activity: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Dates of Week 
Number of 

Hours 
  

Dates of Week 
Number of 

Hours 
     

 

     

     

     

 
 

    

     

     

     

     

 
 

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

__________________________________ 
Student Signature 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Coach/Instructor Signature 

__________________ 
Date 

__________________________________ 
Upper School Athletic Director 

__________________ 
Date 
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SCHEDULE CHANGE REQUEST FORM 

Schedule changes must be approved by the Upper School Administration. 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO THE UPPER SCHOOL REGISTRAR. 
 
 
  

NAME _____________________________________      GRADE LEVEL _________           DATE ___________________ 
 
All schedule change requests must be submitted on this form. The master schedule of course offerings (teaching 
assignments) is arranged each year to accommodate the student requests made during the spring registration of the previous 
school year. Since the master schedule is designed based on student interests, changes after its creation are limited to space 
available in scheduled classes. 
 
 
 
Changes generally will be made for the following reasons: 
(Please circle the reason that describes your request.) 
 
 
     1)  Courses are in conflict (scheduled at the same time). 

     2) A senior needs to make a change to meet graduation requirements. 

     3) The teacher and student request a more appropriate level of a subject for the student. 

     4) A technical error was made in the schedule. 

     5) The course has been completed in summer school. 

     6) To balance classes (e.g.: two study halls 1st semester and none 2nd semester). 

     7) Course requested is not being offered. 

     8) Other:  Explain your reason for the change request. 

         ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         ____________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                  

         ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         
 
 
*To drop a course without penalty, the schedule change request must be submitted within ten days of the beginning of the 
course. 
  
 

Course(s) to be dropped: Course(s) to be added: 

1. _____________________________________________ 
 

2. _____________________________________________ 
 

3. _____________________________________________ 
 

4. _____________________________________________ 
 

5. _____________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________ 
 

2. _____________________________________________ 
 

3. _____________________________________________ 
 

4. _____________________________________________ 
 

5. _____________________________________________ 
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CAUTION (answer the following questions before going any further): 
 

Will this schedule change request affect your athletic eligibility?  ____Yes ____No 
 

Will this schedule affect your graduation requirements?   ____Yes ____No 
 

Will this schedule change affect your college choices?  ____Yes ____No 
 
 
 
 
Signatures required before form is turned in for review: 

 

Student signature: ______________________________________       ____Agree  ____Disagree 

Parent signature: _______________________________________ ____Agree  ____Disagree 
 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO THE UPPER SCHOOL REGISTRAR TO MAKE SURE THESE CHANGES 
CAN FIT IN YOUR SCHEDULE. 
 
 
This schedule change request will fit within the current master schedule: 
 

Registrar signature: _____________________________________ ____Yes    ____No 

 
If yes, continue getting remaining signatures.  If no, schedule change request is denied. 
 

 

If changes are requested after the 1st day of school, the following signatures are required if the Upper School Registrar 
deems necessary: 

College Counselor: ________________________________________  ____Agree  ____Disagree 

Current teacher signature: _________________________________  ____Agree  ____Disagree 

New teacher signature: ____________________________________  ____Agree  ____Disagree 
 

Registrar will communicate the Upper School Administration decision to the student. 

 
 
Office Use Only: 
 
Date _______________________               Request granted ________        Request denied _________       

 
Reason: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Transcript Request Form 

(Authorization for EWS to send official transcripts) 
 

The Emery/Weiner School  
9825 Stella Link Rd. 
Houston, TX 77025 

Phone: (832) 204-5900 
Middle School Fax: (713) 981-0995 
Upper School Fax: (832) 204-5910 

 
The Emery/Weiner School has my permission to send the items needed to the address listed below. 

 
Date Requested: _______________________ 
                                                 (mm/dd/yyyy) 
 

Date Needed: _______________________ 
                                          (mm/dd/yyyy) 
 

Items to be included: 
 
____   Copy of most recent report card 
____   Copy of Standardized Testing (does not include ACT or College Board scores) 
____   Unofficial Transcript 
____   Official Transcript 
 
Additional information: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____ I will come in and pick up Official copies   
 
 
____ I would like Official copies sent directly to: 

 
Address:  ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 
 

Address:  ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 

    ____________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

________________________________________  ________________________________________      ___________ 
Student Name (please print)     Student Signature                   Date  
 
 
 

Parent signature is required for students under the age of 18: 
 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________      ___________ 
Parent Name (please print)     Parent Signature          Date    

 
 
 
 
 

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

For office use only:  Date request received:  _________________   Date mailed: _________________ 




